
Discovery
Fall 2009Newsletter of the Ferry Beach Park Association

Greetings from the Ferry Beach Board President
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	 September 6 was a beautiful late summer day when Ferry Beach community members gathered for our 
Annual Meeting. With my election as your Board president, I felt a surge of energy and empowerment 
from you, the Ferry Beach community. A transition was marked, Board installation celebrated, and this I 
already know: “If we agree in LOVE, there is no disagreement that can do us any injury.” What a wonderful 
heritage we celebrate from our Universalist forbears Quillen Shinn and Hosea Ballou and from recent years 
of visionary Board leadership!
	 We bid a fond farewell to outgoing president, Wendy von Zirpolo, and Board members Ruth Gitchell 
Shepard and Charles Boothby. We have been blessed by their wisdom and effective leadership. We welcomed 
new Vice President, Mark Koenig, and new Board members Cyd Melcher and Paul Riechmann. Continuing 
Board members working around the year to fulfill the mission of FBPA are: Steve Onacki, Secretary; Paul 
Provencher, Treasurer; Gary Adams; Brad Cohen; Rick DeWolfe; Joy McNaughton. We are fortunate 
to have such a committed dynamic Board. From Craig Lentz and the whole Ferry Beach staff we have all 
received the gifts of their outstanding dedication and service.
	

At the Annual Meeting, I pledged to lead to the best of my 
abilities and to be in right relationship with each of you 
by:

	 •	 Finding the sacred in, among and between each of us,
	 •	 Listening to understand and suspend judgment,
	 •	 Respecting the contributions and circumstances of 	
	 	 each other,
	 •	 Trusting each other’s good intentions and commitment 	
	 	 to our work,
	 •	 Affirming different ways of relating, ways of 	 	
	 	 learning and ways of working,
	 •	 Grounding our relationship and work in the 	
	 	 principles and practices of Unitarian 	 	 	
	 	 Universalism,	
	 •	 Striving to implement the vision, goals, and 	 	
	 	 strategies of FBPA.

	 Knowing that we are ALL trustees of this community 
and home we call FERRY BEACH, I invite you to 
reflect on these promises. I am hoping we can make it a 
mutual pledge of the ways we will engage with each other 
in the coming year.
	 To fulfill this pledge and build our relationships we need 
to be in conversation, friends! My email is phoertdoerfer@
metrocast.net and I want to hear from YOU. What are your 
dreams for Ferry Beach? Your concerns? How do you 
want to share your talents and time with the Ferry Beach 
community? Where do your gifts meet the needs of our 
Ferry Beach home?
	 We are in this together, friends, because WE are Ferry 
Beach! For the sake of Ferry Beach, let me hear from YOU!

With appreciation and faith,

Pat Hoertdoerfer

	 By the time you read this, our fall season will be complete and our 
full focus will have turned towards planning for 2010 and beyond. We 
are truly entering exciting times at Ferry Beach and it is with joy that I 
offer a taste of the great things looming on the horizon. 
	 On November 7, 2009, the Board of Director’s voted unanimously 
NOT to raise conference prices for the 2010 Summer Season! In some 
cases, we will actually reduce prices, such as tenting in the Grove. We 
recognize the impact that the economy has had on our members and 
friends, and we want to do everything we can to keep Ferry Beach as 
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affordable as possible. Our costs continue to 
rise and it is vital that we bring even more 
people to Ferry Beach this summer than 
ever before. I am asking each of you to 
seek out the people in your congregations 
and communities that will benefit from 
our beloved community and invite them to 
come with you this year. It is that personal 
invitation, and your own story about your 
love of Ferry Beach, that will inspire them to 
join you.
	 Dave Ruitenberg, our new maintenance 
director, began building new beds this fall 
for Rowland Hall – 64 in all! No longer will 
you spend the week massaging your bruised 
forehead! When the site shuts down near 
the end of November, work will begin on 
the second floor of Rowland to remove the 
existing bunk beds and prepare the bedrooms 
for a complete overhaul. When you arrive next 
season, the walls will have been insulated 
and the entire room dry walled and painted. 
The electricity will have been upgraded, the 
floors redone and new beds installed. It will 
be a complete transformation in appearance 
and comfort.
	 Once this project is complete, the 4 yellow 
cabins located in the middle of the campus 
will be moved to prepare for the new dining 
facility. Three of the cabins will be moved 
behind the Kelley Cottage and Rowland 
Hall, creating the Metz Family Staff Village. 
Each cabin will be placed on a full basement 
foundation that will provide much needed 
storage. The fourth cabin will be moved to 
the northern edge of the volleyball court and 
converted into the new nurse’s cabin. That 
too will be built on a full foundation. This 
project will be completed by June, just in 
time for the summer season. 
	 When you arrive this summer, the center of 
campus will be wide open! It is there that the 
DeWolfe Dining Facility will be constructed. 
The current plan is to break ground the day 
after Labor Day, 2010, and be ready for 
service in the spring of 2011. The first stage 
of the permitting process is complete – the 
Department of Environmental Protection 
approved our site plan and the next stage is to 
submit plans to the City of Saco, which will 
happen before Thanksgiving. Our hope is to 
have all permits in place by the beginning of 
2010.
	 All of these things, and so many more, are 
a direct result of your continued love and 
generosity, and we are eternally grateful. 
May it always be so.

Craig Lentz,
Executive Director

Executive Director’s from page 2 FBES Celebrates 10 Years of Programs 
at Ferry Beach 

by “Nature Drew” Dumsch, FBES Executive Director

       Happy Birthday Ecology School! This 
year Ferry Beach Ecology School (FBES) 
celebrates 10 years of programs at Ferry 
Beach. Back in January of 1999, FBES 
set up shop on the back porch of 5 Morris 
Avenue with a strong vision for educational 
change and help from many friends in the 
Ferry Beach Park Association community. 
70,000 students later, FBES is blessed to 
be based year-round at the Ferry Beach 
campus, renting the site offseason as a place 
where students come from all over New 
England to live on the coast of Maine for a 
week of science education and ecosystem 
exploration.
	 “It was always meant to be more than just 
a walk in the woods,” Brad Bradway said to 
me at the FBES 10th Anniversary Banquet 
Dinner at the Quillen Dining Hall back in 
April. Brad, the former executive director of 
Ferry Beach Park Association and FBES’s 
first (volunteer) managing director, pointed 
out that, “Our goal from the outset was to 
provide environmental education on a more 
meaningful level than what other programs 
were offering.” 

How It All Started
	 I had been working as the summer 
ecologist for Ferry Beach Park Association 
off and on since 1991, when I had moved 
from Michigan to start up the FBPA summer 
ecology program and then the Kids for the 
Earth camp back in 1993. In the Fall of 
1998, when Brad (with the go ahead from 
the FBPA board) offered me and my friend 
and colleague, Steve Signell, the possibility 
to start a new 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational 
organization, we jumped at the chance! 
Brad had secured a combination of six 
$10,000 loans from several Park Association 
members (paid off in whole by 2003) and 
Steve and I spent the first nine months of 
1999 designing curriculum, hiring staff 
and meeting with potential client schools. 
Our goal was to combine the science of 
ecology with the practice of sustainability 
to provide students with the skills to “Read 

the Landscape” of the natural and built 
environments. We also wanted the FBES 
teaching method to use humorous skits, 
costumes and songs to make our lessons fun 
and memorable. “It’s tremendous when kids 
can laugh together and then think together,” 
Brad said. “The FBES theatrics became 
like the dessert on top of a good meal!” By 
September 1999, we began offering school 
year residential programs during the fall 
term (up to 11 weeks) and spring term (up to 
14 weeks). That first FBES staff consisted of 
12 naturalists including Kim Schutsky, Sashi 
Kaufman and nurse Ann Nozowa.

The Perfect Site
	 We all know Ferry Beach is a wonderful 
setting for the summer FBPA conferences, 
but the campus is also unique as an 
educational site as it offers eight ecosystems 
within walking distance of the dorms and 
accommodates large groups of up to 180 
students. The beach location is a big bonus 
for those public and private schools which 
come from inland communities. It’s a delight 
every week to see elementary and middle 
school-aged children get their first taste of 
salt air and witness a full cycle of the ocean 
tides.
	 Being a year-round presence at Ferry 
Beach, the Ecology School has not only 
provided dependable rental revenue to 
FBPA, but also teamed up with the Park 
Association on site improvement projects 
such as winterizing the staff cabins, adding 
heat to the dorms and building the Kelley 
Cottage green building in 2004. The Knights 
Geology Wall and the organic garden are 
other educational projects onsite. FBES is 
also proud to be a $25,000 supporter of the 
2nd Century Fund Capital Campaign.
	 In addition to the terrific campus, many 
Park Association members have been an 
integral part of FBES’s success. In fact, nearly 
all of the early founders of the Ecology School 
were longtime Ferry Beach Park Association 
members and many comprised our first board 
of directors. People such as Brad Bradway, 
Bill and Louisa Graver, David and Elizabeth 
Young, John Paynter, David Parees, Bob and 
Sue Williams, Nelson Jaquay, Bob Murphy, 
Tim Sullivan, Nan Schildroth, Joan Watts 
and Vicki Adams were the ones who helped 
map out and/or financially back the initial 
Ecology School startup. 

The Next 10 Years
	 Since the beginning, FBES has focused 
on being an innovative and nimble nonprofit 
organization, able to adapt and grow with 
changes in educational standards and the 
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environmental field. We’ve increased 
our fundraising yearly, added full-time 
staff positions and are now expanding our 
program offerings to new audiences beyond 
our residential programs at Ferry Beach. 
Our Food For Thought program is teaching 
about the ecology of food systems in the 
Quillen dining hall, organic garden behind 
Rowland Hall, and back at our client schools. 
Our Science & Ecology: Live & Unplugged! 
Outreach Programs take us to schools and 
conferences throughout New England. Our 
publications— including The Ferry Beach 
Field Guide and The ABCs of Ecology— 
are used around the country and inspire 
educators to take children outside for hands-
on learning. 
	 This past summer Ferry Beach Ecology 
School signed a ten year rental lease to 
continue its strong business partnership 
with Ferry Beach Park Association. And 
this upcoming FBPA summer season the 
Ecology School looks forward to offering 
the FBPA conference Exploring the Maine 
Coast: A Family Nature Camp during the 
last week of July. As FBES looks to the 
future, with Ferry Beach as its home base, 
it will continue to provide and expand its 
environmental education work with children 
and adults, helping them to create healthy 
and sustainable relationships with the Earth. 
	 Our thanks to everyone who has helped 
Ferry Beach Ecology School reach this ten-
year milestone! 

(for more information on Ferry Beach 
Ecology School, go to www.fbes.org)

FBES from page 2 Our First Fall Coordinators Weekend
	 For years the Ferry Beach conference 
coordinators have planned their conferences 
in the fall. The printing schedule for the 
conference booklet dictates our planning 
schedule. However, Coordinators Weekend 
has always been in the spring. This year 
someone (we’re not sure who, maybe Craig) 
had a brainstorm. Ferry Beach could actually 
host a coordinators weekend in the fall when 
most of the planning needs to be done! It was 
such a no-brainer that we wondered why we 
hadn’t thought of it sooner. We would still 
have the traditional spring Coordinators 
Weekend for fine tuning the conferences and 

	 The 2nd Century Fund Capital Campaign finished its second year on a high note. Ferry Beachers have pledged $1,151,293 – just 
$49,000 shy of our $1.2 million goal. 487 individuals and families have contributed – more than twice the number originally predicted. 
This is a truly extraordinary outpouring of participation and support. Thank you to all who have stepped forward! Others who have 
waited to take part now have the opportunity to help in closing this ambitious campaign.
	 Our community generated unprecedented support for the Campaign’s compelling vision for our spiritual home – to preserve, protect 
and improve Ferry Beach . Together, we are realizing our vision through the generous participation of those who love our special place 
by the sea. It is expressed not only through monetary pledges, but through passionate volunteerism, insightful suggestions and the 
shared values that bind our Ferry Beach family. Just as the capital projects funded by the Campaign will transform our campus, we are 
transforming ourselves as a unique and committed community. We are investing in a future shared with others yet to come, who will 
visit Ferry Beach and discover the magic we already know and appreciate. 
	 At the 2009 Annual Meeting, Ferry Beach honored departing members of the Campaign’s Core Leadership Team including Gail Forsyth-
Vail, Partnerships Chair; Carol Hayden, Events Chair; Abby Mann, Youth Gifts Chair; and Pat Hoerdoerfer, Campaign Co-chair. All will 
continue to share their talents through other Ferry Beach volunteer projects. The Campaign also welcomed Follow-up Co-chairs 
Dorothy Ellis and Ann Nozawa. 
	 It is now time to fulfill our pledges, not only to the 2nd Century Fund but to future generations of Ferry Beachers who will benefit 
from our legacy. Campaign supporters seeking outstanding details of their individual pledges may contact the Ferry Beach office at 
207-282-4489 or fbregs@maine.rr.com. Each payment is received with gratitude, and acknowledged with a receipt for tax purposes. 
Like Ferry Beach, this Campaign is one we can all “call our own.”

Brad Cohen, Chairman
2nd Century Fund Capital Campaign

to kick off the 2010 season.
	 The church retreat groups during the 
first weekend in October were not using 
Rowland. We got the word out quickly and 
a small group of coordinators were able to 
come. Conference coordinators telephoned 
and e-mailed potential workshop leaders 
and other participants, planned their entire 
conferences, and drafted their conference 
booklet write-ups. This is what we hoped 
would happen! Although the group was 
small, we declared the first fall Coordinators 
Weekend a success. We’ll plan for it well 
ahead of time next year. 

Capital Campaign Moves Forward

All of the UU Fellowship & Fun conference coordinators came to the fall coordinators weekend.
They are (l-r above) Beth Corsa, Laura Kasprow, Rebecca Robinson, and Paul Lorenzo.
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Now, more than ever…
This is one of the most exciting times in Ferry Beach history. We have surpassed our minimum goal of $950,000 for the 2nd Century 
Fund Capital Campaign and are finalizing the planning and permitting for the building projects. Over 487 people have given to the 
campaign and we are humbled by the generosity of Ferry Beachers. One of the challenges during a capital campaign is keeping annual 
giving stable, especially during tough economic times. Now, more than ever, your continued support is needed to keep prices as 
affordable as possible and to insure the quality of programming and experience you have come to expect.

As we begin our fifth annual giving campaign, it is with confidence in our growth and future that we ask you to thoughtfully consider 
your annual pledge. By making a generous pledge, you are making a statement that Ferry Beach is important to you. You are helping 
Ferry Beach to fully realize its mission to Unitarian Universalists and other spiritual seekers to live our values more deeply within their 
hearts, home, and in the world.  Achieving that vision requires three things: (1) your continued participation in Ferry Beach programs 
and volunteer efforts; (2) your gift of financial support; and (3) your voice in spreading our good news! It begins with you. Now is the 
time for each of you to step forward and continue your stewardship of our beloved Ferry Beach.

Please mail your annual gift or pledge back to us by December 31 to help us budget for 2010.  Thank you for your continued support in 
sustaining Ferry Beach, a place that changes people’s lives.

Ferry Beach’s New Maintenance Director - Dave Ruitenberg
When Ferry Beach Maintenance Director Claude 
Nadeau announced his retirement, some Ferry 
Beachers wondered if we could ever find a “jack 
of all trades” like Claude. The Maintenance 
Director position was advertised and many 
capable candidates came for interviews. 
But, it wasn’t until Dave Ruitenberg came 
for his interview at 5 Morris that Executive 
Director Craig Lentz knew he had found 
our new Maintenance Director.

Dave heard about the position from his 
Kennebunk neighbor Marty Burgess, 
long time coordinator of the FogDog Pod 
Kayaking conference at Ferry Beach. 
Marty knew that Dave has just the right 
kind of eclectic background to be the 
Ferry Beach Maintenance Director. Dave 
too said, “The job sounded great and looked 
like a good fit.”

A native of Midland Park, New Jersey, Dave is the 
son of restauranteurs and started working in the family 
business when he was ten. He is a graduate of the Culinary 
Institute of America in Hyde Park, New York and a Certified 
Executive Chef with the American Culinary Federation. While 
he was in high school and later studying at the Culinary Institute, 
Dave worked for construction companies. It was this experience 
that provided Dave with his knowledge of construction trades.

In the year 2000, after more than a decade of working demanding 
restaurant hours, Dave wanted to spend more time with his 
family. He established his own construction business and, until 
he was hired by Ferry Beach, made his living framing houses, 
building additions, and constructing indoor renovations. 

Dave and his wife Dawn were married very young and have 
surprised all who thought they should wait to get married by 
celebrating their 22nd anniversary on November 7th. Dave and 
Dawn have two daughters, Hayley, 18, a freshman at St. Anselm’s 

College, and Abigail, 15, a sophomore at Kennebunk 
High School. Dawn is a medical assistant at the 
University of New England at Westbrook. 

Since his arrival at Ferry Beach in May, 
Dave has been a whirlwind of activity. In 
addition to all of the everyday Ferry Beach 
maintenance and with some help from 
volunteers and staff, Dave rebuilt the 
stone walkway in front of Quillen; built a 
new fence, round table and podium for the 
dedication plaque in the Chapel; sanded 
and applied four coats of polyurethane 
to the floor in Rowland Hall; tiled one 
bathroom on the third floor of Quillen; 
replaced the roof on the Grove garage; 
built new stairs in back of the dining room; 
and is presently building 64 new beds for 
Rowland.

Dave is also serving as the general contractor 
for the Rowland Renovation and Metz Family 

Staff Village, both part of the 2nd Century Fund 
Capital Campaign construction project. He has contacted 

contractors, provided specs, and assembled bids for sheet-
rocking, electrical work, carpeting, and foundations for the cabins 
when they are moved behind Rowland. (See related articles for an 
update of the construction projects.)

Dave says his hobbies are riding his motorcycle and building 
furniture. However, he said that once he finishes the 64th bed 
for Rowland, he probably won’t want to build another bed for a 
while! Looking ahead to summer programming, Dave said that 
he would love to provide some carpentry workshops for adults 
and for children. Dave is definitely “a good fit!”

See some of Dave’s 
projects on the next page!

ÿ
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“...and a time to dance”  a Summer Reflection

	

	 Looking back at our weeks together at 
Ferry Beach last summer, I see more threads 
that tie us together as a community than I can 
count – singing our songs, workshops, the 
beach, the Grove, porch chats, ice cream…. 
The “thread” that returns again and again 
to my memory is how much we danced last 
summer. We UUs may have a reputation for 
being inhibited and rhythmically challenged 
but, my oh my, we certainly did dance last 
summer at Ferry Beach.
	 Picture in your mind’s eye more than 100 
campers – from fourth graders to seniors 
in high school – all on the dance floor in 
Rowland Hall line dancing to “Cotton Eyed 
Joe.” A couple of years ago before our first 
all-camp dance, we worried that a dance 
with all age groups might not play out well. 
We needn’t have worried. With the help of 
DJ Keith Sherman, who has come to Ferry 
Beach since he was a little boy, the all-camp 
dance is a hit!

   Next, I see (and hear) 
Anne Principe teaching 
and “calling” the folk 
dances during RE 
Week. Dancers love 
Anne’s wisecracking, 
no nonsense style - 
perfect for teaching 
large groups of 
dancers of all 
ages. Anne is so 
wonderful that we 
invited her back 
for both Family 
& Friends Weeks 
to lead her wild 

and crazy, and totally 
intergenerational, folk dancing evenings. 
	 In between RE Week and the Family & 
Friends weeks was the Tea Dance at GAYLA 
– a dance you have to see to love and believe. 
Everyone on campus is always invited – the 
Crew and the Choral Festival singers – and 
everyone dressed just the way they wanted. 
The outrageous attire, everyone dancing 
and the joy of it all are beyond my ability to 
describe.
   This summer dancing seemed to be the 
heart and soul of UU Fellowship & Fun. 
Sandra and Randy Locke make it happen. 
Every morning Sandra and Randy teach 
folk, international and line dances during 
the UUF&F children’s program (all ages 
including toddlers). At night they teach the 
adults. The upshot is that everyone knows 
the same dances. This dancing knowledge 
ties the generations together at UUF&F. 
Every night from 9:00 to 11:00 adults, young 
adults, and teenagers crowd themselves 
into Gardiner living room - dancing and 
dancing and dancing. What a mix of happy 
dancers of all ages! The last night at UUF&F 

this summer was the wildest, most joyous, 
dance party I have ever witnessed at Ferry 
Beach. For me that night epitomized what 
intergenerational fun can be.
	 Dancing at Ferry Beach for the rest of the 
summer was a bit more mellow after that last 
night at UUF&F. Cathy Jay led the women of 
In the Company of Women in the beautiful 
and meditative dances of Sacred Circle 
Dance. At Body, Mind & Spirit Mara Morris 
continued the long tradition of Paneurhythmy 
on the beach at sunrise. Mara also taught folk 
dancing and was joined once again by Sarah 
Skinner whose Belly Dance performances 
were beautiful and most playful. Sarah 
taught Belly Dance to all comers - young and 
old, beginners and more experienced.
	 Of course not everyone dances at Ferry 
Beach. As I said, it is only one of the many 
threads that tie us together as a community. 
This past summer the dance “thread” 
seemed particularly strong. A lesson for me 
is that we don’t always need words to find 
ourselves in community. We can dance and 
that experience unites us in a powerful way.

Rev. Fayre Stephenson
Program Director

Sign Up for Ferry Beach Lists
	 In addition to this newsletter, you can get Ferry Beach news, events, volunteer opportunities, and special offers from two online sources: 
Constant Contact and Facebook.
	 Sign up for our electronic news source hosted by Constant Contact by visiting our home page www.ferrybeach.org and click on “Register 
to receive e-mail about news and special Ferry Beach offers!” at the bottom of the page. On the sign-up page, enter your email address 
and click the “Submit” button. You will receive an email asking you to confirm your subscription by replying. Then you will receive 
occasional news items or special offers by email. You can unsubscribe at any time.
	 After joining Facebook (it’s easy and free at www.facebook.com) look for the Ferry Beach Park Association fan page and become a fan! 
We will post news, special offers, and volunteer opportunities, and send out invitations. There is also a group by the same name and several 
of our summer conferences have their own groups. There is also a group for Life Members called “FBPA Life Members.”
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Ferry Beach Park Association 
2010 Conference Schedule 

                         
Ferry Beach Park Association 

UU Camp and Conference Center 
5 Morris Avenue, Saco, ME 04072 

Summer: 207-284-8612  •  Winter: 207-282-4489  •  Fax: 207-283-4465 

June 20 - June 26
Work and Play Week 
Quilting Retreat: “You Can Quilt!” 

June 26 – July 3
Kids for the Earth I (4th – 6th Grades) 
Different Drummers I (7th – 9th Grades) 
FUUTURE I (10th - 12th Grades) 

July 3 – July 10
Kids for the Earth II (4th – 6th Grades) 
Different Drummers II (7th — 9th Grades)
FUUTURE II (10th – 12th Grades) 

July 10 – July 16
Religious Education (Family Week) 

July 17 – July 24
GAYLA: Gay Men’s Conference 
   31 Years at Ferry Beach  
Northeast UU Choral Festival 

July 24 – July 31
Family and Friends I (Family Week) 
Exploring the Maine Coast 
The Ferry Beach Group: 
 A Ministerial Study Retreat 

July 31 – August 7
Family and Friends II (Family Week)  

August 7 – August 14
UU Fellowship and Fun: 
A Northeast Summer Gathering
(Family Week) 

August 14 – August 20
In the Company of Women 
Fiber Fanatics Festival
Grand-Buddies Camp 

August 21 – August 27
Circle of Music   
Body, Mind & Spirit  
Psi Symposium 
Celebrating Our Living Tradition: 
 UU History Course & Conference 

August 27 – August 29
FB Camp Reunion 

August 28 – September 3
Quilting by the Bay
Aging with Wisdom:     
 Invitations of Sage-ing 
Arts by the Bay 
UU Heritage Week 

September 3 – September 6
Homecoming / Annual Meeting 
Ferry Beach Crew Reunion 

Four New 
Conferences for 2010

The Ferry Beach Group: A Ministerial 
Study Retreat (July 24 - July 31)

This conference for UU Ministers will be 
modeled after such well known study groups 
for UU Ministers as the Greenfield Group 
and the Cedar Hill Group. Limited to 18 
participants, this will be a week of study, 
contemplation, and collegial conversation. 
Like the Greenfield Group and the Cedar 
Hill Group, the Ferry Beach Group will be 
a continuing source of collegiality, sermon 
ideas, and spiritual renewal.

Exploring the Maine Coast: A Family 
Nature Camp (July 24 - July 31)

“Nature Drew” Dumsch, Executive Director 
of the Ferry Beach Ecology School, will 
lead this revival of the popular conference 
founded by Bob Knights and later led by 
Nancy Knights and Nelson Jaquay more than 
a decade ago. Bring your children and expand 
your family’s understanding and enjoyment 
of Maine’s environmental phenomena as you 
explore the Maine coast with “Nature Drew.”

Grand Buddies Camp 
(August 14 - August 20)

This camp is for elders - grandparent types 
- who have experienced a Sage-ing® 
conference at Ferry Beach (or other venues) 
and their grandchildren - aged 4-12 years 
-who are related biologically, culturally 
or congregationally. Morning programs 
are separate: elders focusing on legacies, 
mentoring, memoir writing and storytelling; 
children focusing on family identity, heritage, 
adventure and storytelling. After lunch 
and quiet time, Afternoon programs are 
intergenerational with Buddy Choice Times 
offering arts and crafts, nature exploration, 
beach play, and more. Evening programs 
highlight grand-buddy stories around the 
campfire, skits and music, and cooperative 
games. Coordinators: Rev. Pat Hoertdoerfer 
and Paulette Geller

Celebrating Our Living Tradition:
UU History Course and Conference

(August 21 -August 27)
If you are a UU ministerial student or a UU 
who would like to know more about UU 
history, this is the week for you. Each morning 
Rev. Mark Harris, UU History Instructor at 
Andover Newton Theological School, will 
lead students and conferees through the UU 
historical journey. Ministerial students taking 
the course for credit will attend afternoon 
classes too. Those afternoon classes are 
optional for conferees who may choose to go 
to the beach, curl up with a book, or find a 
rocking chair on the Quillen porch. This is an 
introductory course and no knowledge of UU 
History is required of participants.

Ferry Beach 
Gift Certificates are 

Available Now!
Looking for the perfect gift? How 
about a Ferry Beach gift certificate? 
Gift certificates can be minted in 
any denomination and can be used 
for anything money can buy at Ferry 
Beach: donations, conference or 
vacation fees, or store merchandise. 
We can mail the gift certificate you 
purchase to your giftee or send it to 
you so that you can give it in person. 
Call or email Hilary Green to make 
arrangements.

	 If you have ever wished you could share the Ferry Beach experience with your friends at 
church, there is a way to fulfill this wish. Consider organizing a retreat weekend for your 
congregation! Here are the spring weekends available:

Friday, April 2 - Sunday, April 4
all three dorms available

Friday April 9 - Sunday, April 11
all three dorms available

Friday April 16 - Sunday, April 18
rooms in Rowland available

Friday, April 23 - Sunday, April 25
all of Rowland available

Friday, April 30 - Sunday, May 2
rooms in Rowland available

For more information about Ferry Beach 
church retreat weekends, contact Operations 

Director Ed Mann at 207-282-4489 or at  
fbed@maine.rr.com.

Spring 2010 Weekends Available 
for Church Retreats
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